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When I drive through the neighborhoods of 
Miami-Dade County, I am always struck anew 
by the dramatic differences. Mansions on the 
water are only a few miles from crumbling, 
graffiti-covered apartments. Family-filled 
playgrounds exist in some neighborhoods 
while in others children play with debris in
vacant lots covered with gravel, cracked 
concrete, and weeds. 

My first thought when I see children playing 
with sticks and rocks is that we need to 
DO something. Each child deserves a chance 
at a brighter future, but they also deserve food, 
clothing, education, and a safe place to live 
NOW. Each family deserves the opportunity to 
make happy memories without worrying about 
what is going to happen tomorrow. Parents 
deserve the peace of mind that comes with a 
steady job, a good salary, and a home for their 
family. This is what we have to DO. We have 
to help move these families toward a brighter 
future, one they are struggling to even imagine 
on their own.

I’m truly blessed every time I talk to a family 
we have been able to help through 
Peacemakers, but it is time for us to do MORE. 
We need your help to reach out to MORE 
children and families in Miami-Dade County. 

Rich Wilkerson

More
IT’S TIME TO

DO 
 MORE

God wants to take you to levels higher than 
you’ve ever been before. When you begin 
to understand the levels of favor, 
opportunity, influence, promotion, health 
and creativity God has for you, you’ll never 
be the same.  

Every good and perfect gift from the Father 
is available to you. SUCCESS IS YOUR 
BIRTHRIGHT! That means that every 
setback is temporary. Every roadblock is 
artificial. Every limitation can be overcome.  
God has already laid out HIS GOOD PLAN 
of your life … down to the smallest detail. 

Just as God will strategically use good 
breaks, promotions and the right people, 
God can also use adversities, 
disappointments and closed doors to move 
you toward your destiny.  It might seem 
difficult right now, but if you’ll keep moving 
forward, one day you will see how God can 
use it for your ultimate success. You may 
never know why you’re going through a 
challenging time, but you can come back to 
this core truth that God knows what He is 
doing.  His plan for your life is better than 
you can imagine.

FOR YOU

Make this declaration as part of your daily 
life – say it OUTLOUD: 

“In 2015 – I am blessed for success.  I am in it 
to win it.  I will not let what somebody said 
about me, this rejection, this breakup, this 
closed door, this disappointment, or this 
sickness cause me to get sour. God 
strategically placed me here.  I will succeed 
because God is for me and He will provide 
everything I need.”

We are so grateful for you  and we are so 
excited about the blessings and favor God 
has in store for you!  

This magazine highlights how Peacemakers 
is focusing on doing MORE for those in 
need. As you read it, I encourage you to 
think about how you can help. God gave us 
MORE so we could help give it to others!

Praying for MORE in your life! 

Robyn Wilkerson

WHOEVER IS KIND TO THE POOR IS LENDING TO THE LORD — 
THE BENEFIT OF HIS GIFT WILL RETURN TO HIM IN ABUNDANCE. 

PROVERBS 19:17
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Strong families are the backbone of any 
strong community, and Peacemakers is 
working to help create MORE strong 
families! Our parenting classes work with 

parents from 
different 
backgrounds 
who are 
dealing with 
different issues 
as parents. Our 
goal is to teach 
solid parenting 
skills and to 
help them 
cope with the 
difficulties they 
are facing.

Our “Strong 
Families Dare 

to Be You Parenting Project” accepts 
referrals from daycare and aftercare 
programs, schools, the Department of 
Juvenile Justice, the Children of Inmates 
Program, foster care agencies, and the 
Peacemakers Family Service Center. The 
classes last 12 twelve weeks, and each 
session is an hour and a half with dinner 
or lunch served during the class. We 
currently offer classes at two locations in 
Miami, with 20 families in the current 
class cycle.

Many of the families in our area are single 

STRONG 
FAMILIES

M O R E 

parents living in extreme poverty. Most 
were raised in similar homes with very 
little active parenting. We work to teach 
each parent positive parenting skills, 
including: 

•	 The	importance	of	family	support.
•	 A	positive	worldview.	This	gives	at	risk		
 children a reason to believe that they  
 have a future.
•	 Building	a	positive	self-concept.		 	
 Research has shown parents are a   
 strong influence over their children’s  
 self-concept.
•	 A	sense	of	personal	responsibility	and		
 personal power.
•	 Positive	communication	and	social		
 skills. 
•	 Enhanced	decision-making	and		 	
 reasoning skills. 
 
Here are a few stories from recent 
parenting classes.

A young widow, Sarah* is the mother of 
three toddlers, started attending sessions 
at one of our locations. One of her 
toddlers may have special needs, and 
Sarah has been experiencing a lot of 
anxiety and feeling overwhelmed. She 
shared with the group that her children 
are fussy all the time. After two sessions, 
and implementing the skills she was 
learning, Sarah realized that she has been 
working on being calmer around them 
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and exercising more patience. By doing so, she 
found that the children too became calmer and 
less fussy. This has encouraged Sarah to build a 
better relationship with her children and to 
spend more time with them. Sarah was able to 
share her experience with the other group 
members, which encouraged them as well. 

Also participating in our Dare to Be You 
Parenting Project is a young man, James, who 
co-parents his 9 year old daughter with his 
ex–wife. Having shared custody, the daughter 
spends half of the week with her dad and other 
half of the week with her mother. James was 
able to share with the group that he has been 
able to use the skills he learned in the group at 
home with his daughter, and he is also able to 
share the information with his ex-wife. James 
has stated that he is implementing setting 
limits and boundaries with his daughter and 
sharing that information with his ex-wife so she 
can understand the importance of consistency. 
James has also learned the importance of 
discussing issues camly and in private with his 
ex-wife. He is trying to encourage her to take 
the parenting classes as well.

Joel and Lydia are a young couple with four 
young children ranging from 3 to 8 years old. 
The couple is very excited about the parenting 
classes and stated that the information 
provided and the mutual aid support is more 
than they expected from a parenting class. Joel 
and Lydia often reflect on their own childhood 
and were able to develop empathy skills and 
implement them in their own parenting styles. 
According to Joel and Lydia, one of the most 

stressful times of the day is in the morning 
when they are preparing the children for 
school. Although Mom and Dad work as a 
team, Joel is not a morning person and this 
may affect how the children start their day. 
The group was able to explore with the couple 
ways to relieve some of the stress in the 
morning, such as preparing the children’s 
clothes the night before, getting up a half an 
hour earlier, etc. Joel and Lydia found theses 
ideas very helpful and it made a big difference 
in how the children started their day.

Lydia is currently on bedrest because of her 
present pregnancy. The group explored the 
idea of family involvement and help with the 
couple, including having family members make 
dishes that could be frozen and used for future 
meals. They also discussed Joel helping more 
with the house keeping and ensuring that the 
children put away their toys after playing. 
These ideas incorporate skills that the children 
are learning, such as self responsibility. This 
also gives the children a sense of belonging, 
which helps to build their self-concept. 

Sarah, James, and Joel and Lydia are all 
learning how to create a sense of MORE in their 
families. They are creating more peace and 
harmony, more respect, more quality time, and 
more relationship. This is the ultimate goal of 
the Strong Families Dare to Be You Parenting 
Project. We are helping to create MORE strong 
families! 

*All names changed
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are provided mentors when needed.

Trips to the prisons are scheduled every three 
months, and a total of 350 children and 
caregivers have participated in the September 
and October 2014 trips. Sixteen prison and 
detention centers currently partner with the 
Children of Inmates program, and due to our 
recent expansion in Jacksonville and Tampa, we 
will be partnering with more prisons located on 
the west coast of Florida.

In the last 12 months we’ve had 1,500 children 
and caregivers participate in services rendered 

by the Children of Inmate Service Partnership 
Network, including counseling, mutual aid and 
support groups, video conferencing, case 
management services, youth enrichment 
programs, tutoring, parenting workshops, 
mentoring, and advocacy. These programs help 
the individual children by helping them deal 
with low self-esteem, poor school performance, 
and behavior issues. More importantly, the 
Children of Inmates program is helping MORE 
children bond with parents they otherwise 
wouldn’t see.  

Photos courtesy of Children of Inmates, Inc.

On a recent prison visit 
sponsored by our Children 
of Inmates program, a 
teenage boy whose 
guardian couldn’t attend the 
trip was chaperoned by one 
of our staff. This young man 
was unhappy he had to visit 
his dad in prison, and after 
cursing and acting out he 
told our staff member he 
was “over” this relationship. 

As soon as they arrived at 
the prison and he saw his 
dad, he broke down and 
started crying. He gradually 
began to laugh, smile, and 
they hugged one another. After the visit, he told 
our staff member that he thinks he can find a 
way to love his dad again. This is just one of the 
special moments facilitated by the Children of 
Inmates program. Our goal is to see families 
begin to reconnect and build stronger bonds!

Approximately 10,000,000 young people in the 
United States have a parent, sometimes both 
parents, who spend time in prison during their 
childhood. This is a staggering and 
heartbreaking number. In Miami-Dade County 
alone, more than 15,000 children have a parent 
in state and federal prison. This 
doesn’t even include the number of 
children with parents incarcerated in 
local jails. These children have an 
increased risk of experiencing 
impaired emotional development, 
separation anxiety, lower grades, depression, 
violence, teen pregnancy, and delinquent 
behavior.

To strengthen the familial bond between the 
child and his/her incarcerated parent, the 
Peacemakers Children of Inmates program 
takes children to visit their parents at Florida 
Department of Corrections facilities and the 
Miami-Dade County Jail. These visits not only 

help the child, the parent 
has a better chance of 
becoming productive in 
society and avoiding future 
incarceration if they 
maintain a strong bond with 
their family, particularly 
their children. 

To date, all the families 
participating at 
Peacemakers Family Center 
are reporting very positive 
experiences. Children talk 
with their parents about 
their everyday lives, their 
successes, and challenges. 
They read books together 

and discuss homework. In preparation for each 
bonding trip, new families join the program, 
giving them an opportunity to reconnect with 
their incarcerated loved ones. Video 
Conferencing is available for children and 
families who are unable to travel and make 
personal visits.

The Children of Inmates program is funded in 
part by the Children’s Trust Program. It offers 
great support groups for the children and their 
families such as the Expression Groups, which is 
great for the whole family. This particular 

support group enables the families 
to come together and express their creativity 
through art media, including music, art, dance, 
and singing. Families of COI also have the 
opportunity to participate in outreaches like the 
Back 2 School Bash. These outreaches work to 
build a sense of community while offering much 
needed resources, such as tutoring and social 
welfare assistance. The children in the program 

                                        CHILDREN 
               OF INMATES

CREATING MORE    
FAMILY BONDS 
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Trinity Church’s federally funded Teen 
Pregnancy Prevention Program (TPPP) is 
confronting considerable public health issues 
and social services costs associated with teen 
pregnancy.

Consider these statistics:

Pregnant teens are more likely to develop 
gestational hypertension and anemia and have 
a pre-term delivery, which increases the baby’s 
risk of developmental delays, illness, and 
death.

Most teen moms live in poverty, never finish 
high school, and are chronically unemployed. 
Many suffer from depression and have 
attempted suicide. Their sons are more likely 
to go to prison; their daughters are more likely 
to become teen mothers themselves.

Peacemakers Family Center is using a 
five-year, $4.9 million grant to educate more 
than 5,000 middle and high school students in 

     M O R E  C H I L D H O O D ,

FEWER TEEN MOMS Miami-Dade County about abstinence and 
safe sex.

The goal is to reduce teen pregnancy and 
sexually transmitted diseases and infections in 
Miami-Dade County, which in the past has had 
more out-of-wedlock pregnancies under the 
age of 18 than any other county in Florida, 
with more than 2,800 births reported in 2005 
alone.

This initiative is part of the agency’s Plan Be__ 
campaign. It’s about empowering teens to be 
responsible, protected, bold, different. It 
teaches teens to be prepared, informed, and 
safe in preventing pregnancy and other 
unplanned sexually related consequences – 
so that youths make “plan B” their “plan A.”

The teen pregnancy prevention curriculum 
for the predominately low-income, 
African-American and Latino students 
includes age-appropriate topics and activities, 
such as learning to clarify values about sexual 
decisions and pressures and practicing skills 
to reduce sexual risk-taking.

TODAY’S TEENAGERS 
NEED INFORMATION. 
Most are not emotionally and intellectually 
capable of raising children. One of the 
students in the program says, “Every time I 
attend the Plan Be__ program, I learn new, 
helpful ways to protect myself from sexually 
transmitted infections and diseases. Our Plan 
Be__ instructors taught us knowledge that we 
will be using for the rest of our lives.” Another 
girl discussed the communication skills taught 
during the program: “Plan Be__ showed us 
ways to communicate with your partner if you 
are not ready to have sex. Not just that … they 
taught us we can make a commitment with 
our partner to keep having sex on hold until 
we finally decide we are confident and ready 
to have sex with that person.”

Trinity Church is leading the project, which is 
funded by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. It’s partnering with four 

TEEN PARENTS & THEIR BABIES 
cost American taxpayers about 

$9 billion a year, 
INCLUDING MORE THAN 
$480 million in Florida, 
TO COVER EXPENSES LINKED TO 
PUBLIC HEALTH CARE, 
child welfare, incarceration 
and lost tax revenue for teen mothers 
with little education and low incomes.

Miami-Dade County public and private 
schools and subcontracting with Fit Kids of 
America Inc., Teen Up-Ward Bound, Holy 
Cross Christian Day School and Content 
Creators LLC to provide education through 
neighborhood-based organizations.

These activities take pregnancy education a 
step further than most existing local 
programs. They are necessary for youth 
whose communities and families may not 
have the resources to prepare them for the 
risks associated with sexual activity.

Over 1,200 students from 12 middle schools 
and high schools in the Miami-Dade County 
Public School System currently participate in 
Plan Be__  program. Teen pregnancy 
prevention programs delay the onset of 
intercourse among abstinent students and 
they reduced the rate of unprotected 
intercourse. The students participating in the 
program have told the educators that the 
relationship between their significant other 
has improved due the information given in the 
Plan Be__  course. Many of the students want 
to take the course again due to how much fun 
they had and how much they learned!

Plan Be__  will offer several special events to 
participating students during the 2014/2015 
school year, including a Community Wide 
Rally at North Miami Beach Senior High, a 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools HIV/AIDS 
Department Rally, and a Leadership Retreat. 
In Miami and across the U.S., pregnancy and 
birth rates among teens have slowly declined 
over 20 years, partly due to the availability 
of sex education. Yet, even with the decrease, 
teen childbearing remains a significant and 
costly public health and social concern and 
needs further resources, especially in 
schools.

This Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program 
provides students with options and 
information. Over time, this initiative intends 
to reduce the public burdens associated with 
teen pregnancy. 



16  PEACEMAKERS.COM    PEACEMAKERS.COM   17  

At Freedom Schools®, we hope to raise 
up life-long leaders and world changers. 
Freedom Schools® promotes and fosters 
a program that upholds high-quality 
literacy enrichment for children. We work 
to give each child a safe and fair passage 
into adulthood.

The children in our program are instilled 
with values like servant leadership and 
love for education, others, and self. We 
encourage our scholars to recognize and 
accept that they can make a difference in 

drama, drums, dance, and modeling. Our goal 
is to offer a safe place of growth for the 
children in our community. 

Over 325 children attend our summer 
daycamp.  Many of the children who attended 
the camp come from broken homes or families 
of low socioeconomic status. They really do 
not have a lot to look forward to in their daily 
lives. The children all have different stories: 
abuse, brokenness, special needs, or just 
challenges with personal identity. Over the 
course of the eight-week program, we began 
to see the students work collaboratively in a 
diverse setting. Leaders rise up in the program 
as children take initiative with tasks around 
the site, and even at home. We even see 
parental involvement in our program 
increasing. 

Our team’s favorite part of the summer was 
the finale, when all the pieces and the 
testimonies of their labor and work came alive. 
Our major event this year was the stage play 
Annie, and over 300 children participated in 
the recital—dancing, singing, acting, 
performing martial arts routines, and 
drumming. 

For over eight weeks, the students worked 
hard preparing and perfecting their parts in 
the play. No one was excluded and for many 
of the children this was the first time they 
were ever a part of something where they 
received recognition. Every child was a star 
and had a pivotal role for the eight weeks they 
prepared and performed. We celebrated with 
them and challenged them to the end. 

One of our staff members says of the 2014 
Summer Daycamp, “I was reminded why I 
served. I serve because I know that there are 
people who are counting on me. I serve 
because I cannot afford not to and I want to 
go first. I serve because I know that though 
my service, I can see the world around me 
change.” Our Daycamp is bringing MORE 
change to the lives of everyone involved! 

themselves and in the world around them. 

Our program supports children and families 
through a model curriculum with five essential 
components: 

•	 high-quality	literacy	enrichment
•	 parent	and	family	involvement
•	 civic	engagement	and	social	action	
•	 intergenerational	leadership	development
•	 nutrition,	health,	and	mental	health

Through these components, relationships are 
strengthened, children see academic and 
behavioral improvement, and families are 
reunited and blessed with resources to be 
successful. Many of our students learn special 
skills like acting, leadership, athletic abilities, 
dancing, drumming, languages, singing, and 
martial arts. These skills help the students get 
into quality universities and grant them access 
to scholarships, magnet programs, athletic 
leagues, and other special programs. 

We see many heartbreaking and troubling 
events in our community. At Freedom 
Schools®, we see the families who struggle 
with these same issues bloom into life and 
hope: restoration in families, people taking a 
stand against injustice, smiling faces, thriving 
scholars, becoming state champions, dancers, 
singers, actors, martial art champions, drum 
captains, successful readers, leaders, excited 
learners, children who are motivated and 
passionate to make a difference. 

All of these results are a reaction to service. 
The service of staff members who are willing 
to put in hours when most people do not see 
the purpose, who are willing to change 
professions to learn about how to better serve 
children. They share their talents with budding 
scholars to provide them with the opportunity 
of a lifetime, use personal resources to be a 
blessing, they work together, and they build 
relationships with scholars’ families to 
promote the unity and support Freedom 
Schools® is all about. 

SUMMER DAYCAMP 
Our Summer Daycamp offers an integrated 
reading curriculum as well as music, drama, 
martial arts, drums, and dance activities. Each 
afternoon after camp, we offer additional 
clubs, such as cooking, art, Korean language, 

 MORE OPPORTUNITIES

TRINITY 
CHURCH
CDF
FREEDOM 
SCHOOLS®

PROGRAM
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The Peacemakers Food Pantry reopened on 
October 6, 2013 and distributes USDA TEFAP 
(The Emergency Food Assistance Program) 
food commodities, as well as other non-
perishable food and personal hygiene 
products. We have been working to renovate 
and expand the facility and update the intake 
system so we can more efficiently help our 
surrounding community. 

The children and families who come to the 
Peacemakers Food Pantry not only receive the 
food supplements provided, they also receive 
warmth, compassion, and the opportunity to 
be in an atmosphere full of hope! Our food 
pantry is a loving environment where we 
honor every individual who enters our doors, 
no matter what they have or don’t have. 

Because of Peacemakers, we are also able to 
let them know about the resources and help 
we can provide them with if they need a job, a 
place to live, etc.

How exciting it is to see families and individuals 
come through our doors in great need and see 
them blessed with a new job, a place to live, 
and a new feeling of independence! That’s what 
we are all about! What a joy to see 
transformations take place before our eyes! 
It’s priceless!

In a question and answer session, Pastor Marcus 
tells us why the Peacemakers Food Pantry is 
so important to him personally, to 
Peacemakers, and to the community 
Peacemakers serves.

Tell us about your involvement 
with the Food Pantry.

The food pantry is located at our 
Trinity Church North Miami 
Campus. My wife and I are the 
campus pastors there and we are 
in the process of expanding the 
food pantry. We are serving twice 
as many families a month as we did 
last year, which is great! However, 
we want to help more families and 
partner up with more people who 
will help us do so. I am overseeing 
the management and operations of 
the Peacemakers Food Pantry.

What are some of the difficulties of running a 
food pantry in Miami? 

The area we are in is filled with families who 
are in great need of our help. About 24% of 
the families in our area are below the poverty 
level. With an average of three people per 
household, and a median household average 
income of $37,792, the families in our area 
need our help. One of the most difficult things 
about running a food pantry is receiving 
donations. With the economy the way it is 
right now, many companies and supermarkets 

are unable to assist us with donations. 
Through Farm Share, we are able to assist 
families each month who are eligible. However, 
to really help these families, more is needed. 
We don’t want to just give them food, we 
want to help them move to the next level in 

M O R E

WELL-FED
FAMILIES
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their lives—help them find a job, invite them to 
connect with others, and assist them with 
resources we have available. There is so much 
need and our goal is to help the families in our 
community thrive.

What are some of the current needs in the 
food pantry?

We just expanded our food pantry by adding 
a warehouse space that will allow us to store 
more food, and therefore, allow us to serve 
more families! We need donations of food and 
hygiene products on a regular basis. We need 
more partners to join with us to make this 
happen. As a non-profit, we need monetary 
donations to help us keep the food pantry 
running successfully and continuously—
upkeep of our air conditioning, more 
refrigeration, and freezers are needed in order 
to continue to store all of the food properly. 
Our ministry is not just about giving out food 

each week. We 
truly want to help the families we serve with 
any struggles they may be facing. It can 

become a routine just to give out food—and 
that is incredible and amazing to do. However, 
we want more. We want to see these families 
move forward, out of poverty, out of their 

place of need to a place where they are so 
successful THEY can help others. We truly 
want to see that transformation take place. 
All families struggle from time to time and 
we are here to help. However, there are 

those who continue to struggle year after year. 
If we can help them get to another level with 
job placement and other resources, such as 
daycare needs, access to resources for 
housing, etc., we want to help them move 
forward. Needs, there are always needs and 
partners can help meet those needs so we can 
truly help the families come full circle. 

How many families is the food pantry capable 
of assisting every month? 

An average of over 500 households are being 
served each month. Sometimes more than 
600. There are so many families in need of our 
assistance. As long as we have partners 
helping us maintain the space and keeping the 
shelves full, we will serve as many families as 
we can. The need is here—we don’t need to 
look for families to help, they are all around 
and in need NOW. We definitely want to see 
this food pantry multiply in resources and 
multiply the families we serve. The number of 
families in need will continue to increase due 

to the fact that some food pantrys in our 
south Florida area have not been able to stay 
open due to lack of resources. Many of their 
clients have come to us this month in need of 
our help, and will continue to come. 

What are some of the volunteer 
opportunities at the food pantry?

We have a great team of people serving in our 
food pantry but we need more! With an 
increase in number of families in need, we 
definitely always need MORE people to join 
our team. We want the food pantry to be a 
comfortable and loving place where families 
can come and not worry, just receive—receive 
food, care, and hope! We need people to serve 
in areas such as customer service, warehouse 
deliveries/inventory/packing bags, and clerical 
work. We want this place to continue to be a 
place where people feel welcomed and cared 
for. We want to love, care for, and help the 
families in our community in every aspect 
possible so they can move forward knowing 

that God loves them, He has a plan for their 
lives, and they have PURPOSE! 

How do you feel when you are working with 
those the food pantry is helping?

There is nothing like it. From the moment you 
greet them with a smile, to the moment you 
help them with their bags as they leave, every 
moment is so important. It feels great to be 
able to represent Jesus to all who enter our 
doors. We represent HOPE, JOY, and God’s 
Faithfulness to those we serve. Letting them 
know that God loves them and that we are 
there because we do too puts a smile on their 
faces and that is definitely priceless. The great 
thing to see is when someone comes back 
who has been there before, and they are not 
coming for themselves but are actually 
bringing someone else who is in need. They 
have moved forward and are no longer need 
our services, but spread the word and bring 
those who currently do. That’s community, 
that’s hope, that’s JESUS. 

OPEN THURSDAYS

 
10am–2pm

*USDA is an equal opportunity provider

We distribute USDA* and TEFAP 
(The Emergency Food Assistance Program) 
commodities. Additional foods may be available.

The Food Pantry is open for distribution at our 
North Miami Campus 655 NW 125th Street, 
North Miami, FL 33168

786-888-HELP
www.peacemakers.com

4357
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The Peacemakers Job Assistance Program 
partners with Career Source to facilitate the job 
search process. Through website programs we 
are able to help clients navigate the web sites 
to find jobs and work on resume building. We 
are also able to help them find training 
programs funded through Career Source to 

help obtain better jobs with a higher pay scale. 
We have also acquired our own Job Bank! 
Partner sites send company career 
opportunities listings to us, and we are able to 
share those with the individuals who come 
through our doors.

Each month, we assist an average of 70 clients 
with job services. Many of the clients who come 
to the Peacemakers office to conduct job 
searches are also able to receive other support 
services that help them take care of their 
families until they are able find work. We also 
have a few clients who sow into the ministry by 
serving and volunteering at the Peacemakers’ 
office. 

While grocery shopping with my family, a 
young lady came up to me and asked if I 
worked at the Trinity Church Peacemakers 

   M O R E

JOBS 
ON THE 
HORIZON

office. She told me that she wanted to come 
back to say thank you. She got a job! A good 
job that she enjoys going to, and not only that, 
it pays well too. She stated that because of the 
help she received at Peacemakers, the 
employers were impressed with her resume. 
She called us “the Bomb!!!” 

This is just one of the many success stories. Just 
being able to be in an environment where you 
will be encouraged while going through the 
process searching for a job is invaluable. Job 
hunting can wear a person down after they 
receive several rejections. The recurring trips to 
the Peacemakers office help those who are 
searching to carry on.

With our wavering economy, we have a lot of 
our clients coming off of unemployment after 
two years. Some of whom were laid off from 
jobs where they had worked for over 10 years. 
They are now really hitting the pavement, 
actively searching for work. The economy is 
gradually changing for the better, and the job 
market is opening up and jobs are becoming 
available. This is the good news. However, in 
today’s world, technology is key. Job searches 
are conducted through internet and email. 

Some clients who come into the Peacemakers 
office are not comfortable with the internet, do 
not have an email address, or lack the 
confidence to use the computer. We are able to 
provide individual sessions with these clients 
and teach them how to follow up with their job 
leads. In addition, our Access Point provides a 
computer, Internet access, a printer, and the use 
of a fax machine. Most of our clients do not 
have access to these tools without going to 

multiple locations, and when they do have 
access they are limited in how much time they 
can spend using the resources. 

At the Peacemakers Family Center, we don’t 
place time limits on how long a person can 
search for a job on the computer. We don’t give 
them a fifteen minute appointment and then 
rush them out the door. Our goal is to bring 
hope and happiness back into their lives by 
helping them find a fulfilling job and a way to 
support their families! 
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Linda Freeman 

“And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon 
me for good, and also of the words that the king had spoken 
to me. And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So they 
strengthened their hands for the good work.” (Nehemiah 2:18)

Nehemiah had only heard second hand stories about the 
condition of the people living in Jerusalem and the broken 
down walls around the city. After spending time in prayer 
and fasting, he felt compelled to go to Jerusalem and rebuild 
the walls (Nehemiah 1:1-10). Nehemiah had such a clear vision 

of what he was to accomplish that when he shared his vision with others, they 
wanted to join the effort. He was able to obtain permission from his boss, King 
Artaxerses, to travel to Jerusalem and rebuild the wall. The king also provided the 
financing, supplies, and a security detail so that Nehemiah could complete the 
project without delays. Nehemiah had three important ingredients for success:

VISIONPERMISSIONPROVISION
When our 28-member mission team arrived in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, only three 
members of the team had ever been to Cambodia before. The rest of the team had 
only received second hand information about the needs in that country. What they 
heard compelled them to go and help. We had vision, permission, and provision. 

We were able to build a collaboration between our team, Teen Challenge Cambodia, 

RISE UP 
& BUILD

and the Cambodia Biodigester 
Programme Office. The photo on the left 
shows members of our team, Teen 
Challenge Cambodia (TCC), and the 
Cambodia Biodigester Programme Office 
consulting on the plumbing for the new 
toilet/shower facility at TCC, with the 
partially completed biogas digester in the 
background, on Sept. 11, 2014. Like Nehemiah, we had the ingredients for success.

And like Nehemiah, we faced challenges we did not expect. Nehemiah struggled to 
build collaboration with the community leaders who lived in neighboring 
communities around Jerusalem. Our challenge was not with collaboration. Our 
challenge was understanding and addressing the cultural and infrastructural, 
sanitation issues in rural Cambodia. We failed to understand overall lack of 
sanitation education and public health awareness. Our new toilet shower facility is 
going to be functional and linked correctly to the biogas digester, but the intended 
users did not exclusively use toilets. In fact, most of the Cambodian people in this 
rural area did not ever use a toilet.  

In researching this not so uncommon sanitation challenge in developing countries, 
I was referred to a TED Talk by Rose George. In her TED Talk, she presents 

information about the challenges faced 
by communities that lack basic sanitation 
and the cultural understanding of the 
need for sanitation. Rose’s talk provided 
valuable information for future trip 
planning.

We are excited about the success of our 
first oversees project, and look forward 
to many more! 

The new toilet/shower 
facility on Oct. 2, 2014

… and from the back 
– notice that the 
biogas digester has 
been completely 
enclosed and buried 
underground

The beautiful 
finished product! 

The biogas 
generator provides 
TCC with: 

•		a	job	development	
opportunity for the 
residents as they care 
for the livestock and 
the biogas generator 
system

•		a	source	of	income	
and nutrition from the 
livestock 

•		fertilizer	for	their	
rice field and other 
garden projects

•		a	sustainable	
source of odorless 
cooking fuel for their 
kitchen
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Taylor Wilkerson

I’m not sure what’s worse, the story that goes 
untold or the story that goes unheard. We’re all 
guilty of both from time to time, and who’s to 
blame? You and I live in a society so polluted 
with entertainment, blissful ignorance, and 
apathy that it’s hard 
to pay attention to 
the things that really 
matter. At the age of 
sixteen, I decided 
that I’d no longer be 
guilty of either and 
this story is a result 
of that. 

Cambodia, a country 
known for its 
beautiful sunsets, 
ancient temples, and 
friendly culture 
hasn’t always been 
in the condition it is today. After the Vietnam 
War, a communist leader named Pol Pot and his 
political party, The Khmer Rouge, lead a 
genocide by brutally torturing and killing over 
two million Cambodians. The communist 

regime targeted doctors, lawyers, pastors, 
Christians, college students and anyone who 
bilingual or had a college degree. During their 
short reign from 1975 to 1979, the Khmer Rouge 
successfully decimated over 25% of Cambodia’s 
population. The result of this evil is still felt 
today and Cambodia has been trying to rebuild 

with the few scraps 
they’ve had ever 
since. With help from 
the World Bank and 
other organizations, 
Cambodia has seen 
some growth in its 
development and 
economic success in 
recent years, but the 
country is still 
desperately poor 
and in great need. 

I remember when 
Pastor Linda 

Freeman returned from her missions project to 
Cambodia in October 2013. She told me, “God 
spoke to me on this trip.” While walking the 
streets and slums of Phnom Penh, working with 
sex trafficked victims, seeing open sewage and 

RESTORING
BEAUTY

HELPING CAMBODIA WITH SANITATION ISSUES

the desperate need for sanitation, she prayed, 
“Lord, someone needs to do something about 
this.” And this is where she felt the Lord 
respond, “you do something about it.” Little did 
Linda realize just how desperate this need 
really is. 

The World Bank estimates that 4,000 children 
die daily due to a lack of sanitation caused by 
the fact that 40% of the world doesn’t have 
access to a toilet. Yes, you read that properly. 
2.5 billion people don’t use toilets and that 
means they do their business openly, wherever 
they please, and the results are not only gross 
but catastrophic to public health.

I remember asking Linda, “how do we know 
how to help in sanitation?” She responded with 
a chuckle, “I have a master’s degree from 
Stanford in environmental engineering and I’m 
in social work, I think I know how to manage 
people’s crap.” Thus the dream was born and 
Linda began researching the possible solutions 
we could offer people in Cambodia. Little did I 
know that less than a year later I’d be building 
toilets on the other side of the world. 

This is why Peacemakers and Trinity Church 
sent a team to Cambodia in September 2014. 
Under the leadership and vision of Pastor Linda, 
a qualified team of plumbers, nurses, doctors, 
engineers, contractors, and teachers all helped 
launch our very first international missions   
development project. Like we do in Miami, we 
partnered with the local government and other 
Christian non-profits focused on long-term 
sustainable missions models. Together we 
helped build something called a biogas digester  
     for a local teen challenge. Think septic  
             tank with benefits. This biogas 

digester processes human waste into clean 
energy, and purifies the feces into healthy 
manure. We successfully installed five toilets 
and sinks, which will feed into the bigoas 
digester. The system cleans their water, which 
helps with their food supply, gives them 
methane to cook with and sell, and provides 
manure to use on their six acre farm with 
surplus to sell at a profit. We were able to 
provide them with sanitation, two micro 
economic business plans, and skills in farming 
both livestock and agriculture, all while sharing 
the love of Christ. This trip was a huge success, 
but our efforts are just beginning.

In November 2014, we sent another team 
back to Cambodia. That trip focused on doing 
tests to make sure the digester was healthy 
and functioning and 
building a pigpen 
to house more 
pigs to help 
their 
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Peacemakers was honored to receive a 

Champion of Service 
Award for 2014
The award recognizes organizations that 
meet the needs of Florida citizens through 
the use of volunteers. Governor Rick Scott 
presented the 
award, on 
behalf of the 
state of 
Florida, during 
a meeting of 
the Florida 
Cabinet. 
Governor Scott said, “We are reminded of 
the importance of helping others and 
working to improve our communities. It is 
an honor to recognize Peacemakers for 

their selfless 
service to 
Floridians in 
need.”

Peacemakers 
depends on 
volunteers and 

donors to provide services to our 
community. We have been an AmeriCorps 
site for ten years, and this year we were 
recognized as the TOP AmeriCorps site in 
the State of Florida. AmeriCorp volunteers 
serve multiple roles at Peacemakers 
depending on their personal skills and 
attributes. They serve as Servant Leader 
Interns in our Trinity Church CDF Freedom 
Schools® Program, and as Case Managers
 in our Peacemakers Family Center or 
Children of Inmates Program.

While we are honored to receive these 

rewards, we don’t reach out to the 
disadvantaged in Miami-Dade County because 
we want recognition. We reach out because we 
are called. We reach out because there is a need 
and we have the facilities and resources in place 
to meet that need. Unfortunately, the need 
keeps growing. 

Our theme for 2015 is MORE. We want to reach 
out to more families, find jobs for more parents, 
educate more children. Peacemakers wants to 
impact more people in Miami-Dade County and 
around the world, and we need MORE 
volunteers and donations to make that happen. 

For many of the children in our community, the 
only meal they get each day is the free lunch at 
school. Of the 547,373 children in Miami-Dade 
County, 155,644 or 28.9% of those children live 
in poverty. Most of these children live in single 

parent homes, usually with just the mother in 
the home. In recent years, state and local 
governments have significantly trimmed their 
budgets, and cuts to services for children and 
families have been devastating. Thanks to our 
partners, we are able to help those families! Did 
you know that every service Peacemakers offers 
benefits children in some way! 

•	 Parenting	classes	help	improve	their	home		
 lives. 
•	 The	Peacemakers	Food	Pantry	and	the	staff		
 in our Social Services offices make sure they  
 have a place to live, food to eat, clothes to  
 wear, and other daily necessities. 
•	 We	hold	drives	each	year	to	help	provide		
 children with school supplies, Christmas gifts,  
 and special holiday meals. 

THE 
FUTURE

WE REACH OUT 
BECAUSE WE ARE 
CALLED. WE REACH 
OUT BECAUSE 
THERE IS A NEED.

digester produce more manure for their 
business efforts. 

We are focusing on implementing a two year 
structure of support for long-term sustainability, 
to help our site gain independence from further 
assistance. We’ll also be investigating and 
gathering research for the possibility of 
partnering with a local sex trafficking safe house 
in hopes of taking our sanitation efforts to more 
hurting and hopeless people.

This is where you come in.
We need your help. 

The success of this project and further projects 
is dependent upon you. Sanitation isn’t popular, 
it’s not fun to talk about, it’s dirty, it’s 
unpleasant, but it’s an absolute necessity to 
healthy living. Toilets save lives, period. Don’t 
tune this out, you need to hear this story. We 

need to let ourselves come to grips with the fact 
that we can’t just ignore the problem. We need 
to continue saving lives in Cambodia and around 
the world. With your help, we aim to build more 
toilets and provide more of these services, 
specifically to children and victims of sex 
trafficking. 

I haven’t let this story go untold and I pray you 
won’t let this story go unheard.  

•	 We	have	a	special	program	for	children	of		
 inmates to make sure they can maintain a  
 healthy relationship with their incarcerated  
 parent. 
•	 Our	after	school	programs	and	summer		 	
 camps helps each child who attends reach  
 their educational potential and introduces  
 many to the love of God for the first   
 time.
•	 Our	job	assistance	programs	help	their		 	
 parents find work so they can live in a safe  
 home.

We took two trips to Cambodia in 2014 to 
help children and families living in extreme 
poverty. They knew very little about sanitation, 
and a good portion of the trips revolved 
around setting up an efficient bio-fuel system 
that utilizes a new sewage system. We also 
went into the classrooms and taught basic 
cleanliness habits to the children. Those 
children and their families now have clean 
restrooms, methane they can use for cooking 
and as a source of income, and they have new 
skills to help ensure they have a healthier and 
happier life.

While our focus remains on the children and 
families in Miami-Dade County, we are 
constantly looking toward the Future and 
how we can do MORE. We hope that every 
person who reads this magazine will be 
inspired to do MORE as well. If you would like 
to partner with Peacemakers, you can make 
donations through our website at 
peacemakers.com or you can contact us 
directly by calling (786) 888-4776. 

WE CAN DO 
MORE 
TOGETHER!

Peacemakers is a Christian, non-profit, social services organization. Our goal is to bring peace to Miami. 
We exist to move people from their continual state of desperation and need to a place of sustainability 
and peace. Peacemakers is a place where people’s physical, emotional, and spiritual needs are met. We 
believe in partnering with individuals, businesses, and private foundations to bring help and hope to 
the hundreds of thousands of individuals and families who live in crisis.

Together we can bring    
 peace to everyone!



Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 680100 • Miami, FL 33168 
Miami Gardens Campus: 17801 NW 2nd Avenue • Miami Gardens, FL 33169
North Miami Campus: 655 NW 125th Street • North Miami, FL 33168
Information & Prayer: 786.888.HOPE (4673)
www.peacemakers.com  l  www.trinitychurch.tv  l  www.thevous.com

Follow on Twitter & Facebook @PeacemakersCom 

Giving  has  never  been  so  easy! 
TEXT: “$25 Peacemakers” to 45777
                              or any amount you’d like to donate

ONLINE:  www.peacemakers.com  
 PHONE: 786-888-HOPE (4673)
 MAIL:  Peacemakers, P.O. Box 680100
  North Miami, FL 33168

or

We respond to people’s pain and need. We resource them with tools for success and growth. 
We restore them to sustainability and peace. We know that in order to successfully do this we 
must have many solutions to meet the many different problems. Our specialty is to develop 
and create solutions that answer problems. 

OPEN FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!
Monday: 11:30am-5pm
Tuesday/Wednesday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 9:30am-3pm & 5pm-7pm

Assisting our community with 
services and programs, including:

•	 Social	Service	Counseling
•	 Job	Placement	Services
•	 Unemployment	Insurance		 	 	
 Benefit Counseling
•	 Parenting	Education
•	 Family	Support	Services

786-888-HELP  Trinity Church 17801 NW 2nd Ave , Miami Gardens, FL 33169


